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COLLEYVILLE 


Cornyn leads Medal of Honor push 


Bill would authorize 
Trump to upgrade 
award for WWII hero 


By DAVID TARRANT 
Staff Writer 
dtarrant@dallasnews.com 


A campaign to recognize 
a 101-year-old World War II 
hero with the Medal of Hon- 
or is now getting a push from 
key members of Texas’ con- 
gressional delegation as well 
as a growing group of North 
Texas civilians. 

James Megellas of Colley- 
ville is the most decorated 
officer in the history of the 
prestigious 82nd Airborne 
Division. During the war, 
Megellas was passed over for 
the Medal of Honor and giv- 


en the Silver 
Star, despite 
the fact that 
his immedi- 


ate com- 
mander put 
him in for 
the award. 
MEGELLAS Sen. John 
took outa Cornyn has 
tank in the co-spon- 
Battle of sored a bill 
the Bulge. that would 
authorize 


President Donald Trump to 
award the Medal of Honor to 
Megellas for acts of valor on 
Jan. 28, 1945, during the 
Battle of the Bulge. A similar 
bill has been introduced in 
the U.S. House by Wisconsin 
Republican Rep. Glenn 
Grothman. Similar bills 


have been introduced in pre- 
vious sessions but died with- 
out a vote. 

“If I get it, it'd be a nice 
thing, but it really doesn’t 
change much,” Megellas said 
in a Memorial Day story in 
The Dallas Morning News. 
He appreciates the eyewit- 
ness statements gathered for 
the campaign “from my bud- 
dies who were there with 
me. That means a lot to me.” 

Supporters are also hop- 
ing to introduce Megellas to 
President Trump, who is 
scheduled to visit Dallas for 
a fundraiser Thursday, said 
Meredith Walker, chief 
economist for EarthX and a 
member of the Board of 
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Dallas, responders 


strike $173M deal 


Agreement needs OK, 
ends long battle with 
police, firefighters 


By TRISTAN HALLMAN 
and ROBERT WILONSKY 


thallman@dallasnews.com 


An executive committee re- 
presenting nearly 8,700 cur- 
rent and former Dallas police 
officers and firefighters has 
agreed to a $173.3 million set- 
tlement in their decades-old 
class-action lawsuits against 
City Hall over years of back-pay 


claims. 

The figure is an agreed-up- 
on price that comes with cave- 
ats because it’s not yet a done 
deal. But the agreement in such 
a massive case is a significant 
milestone — one that, while 
pricey, comes without a tax in- 
crease and would remove the 
biggest fiscal threat hanging 
over local government. 

“If and when it comes to 
pass, it will be a historic day for 
the city of Dallas. It’s been 24 
years. It’s time for it to be over,” 
said Ted Lyon, who represents 


the public safety workers. “It’s 
important for the city and all 
the firefighters and police offi- 
cers to put this behind them 
and move forward construc- 
tively.” 

Mayor Mike Rawlings said 
Tuesday that the settlement 
was “a prudent move for tax- 
payers, not only financially, but 
psychologically.” 

‘Tm very, very happy that 
we've resolved this,” Rawlings 
said. “This is a major clearing of 
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Embattled Missouri 
governor resigns 


Gov. Eric Greitens of 
Missouri announced Tues- 
day that he will resign, 
bowing to months of 
pressure as he faced a 
felony charge, a scandal 
and a threat of impeach- 
ment. 4A 


WORLD 


Inmate on leave 
kills 3, then is slain 


A prison inmate on a 
48-hour leave fatally shot 
two police officers and a 
civilian and then took a 
woman hostage before 
being killed by police in 
eastern Belgium. 12A 


Gaza militants, Israel 
exchange hostilities 


Islamic militants in the 
Gaza Strip attacked 
southern Israel with rock- 
ets and mortars Tuesday, 
and Israel responded 
instantly with a wave of 
airstrikes across the Pal- 
estinian territory in the 
most intense cross-bor- 
der hostilities in Gaza 
since 2014. 12A 


METRO 


McKinney mayor, 
activist clash 


McKinney Mayor George 
Fuller and activist Domi- 
nique Alexander had a 
heated exchange over 
race relations in the after- 
math of the 2015 pool 
party in which some teens 
had been caught upina 
clash with police. 1B 


BUSINESS 


Starbucks employees 
talk about race, bias 


As part of its anti-bias 
training, Starbucks closed 
thousands of stores Tues- 
day and asked employees 
to talk about when they 
noticed their racial identi- 
ty, discuss what uncon- 
scious bias is and watch 
videos in which people of 
color describe feeling 
unwelcome in stores. 1D 
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Signs of support in Santa Fe 


Andi Lewis, director of the Kingwood High School Fillies dance group, brought team members to Santa Fe High 
School on Tuesday to support students who were returning to class for the first time since a mass shooting. Stu- 
dents were greeted by supporters holding signs saying “Santa Fe Strong” and “United We Stand.” (Story, 3B) 
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HURRICANE MARIA | AFTERMATH 


Puerto Rico’s death toll 
from storm put at 4,600 


Estimate cites delays 
in medical care for 
many of the fatalities 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 

As hurricane season be- 
gins this week, experts are 
still trying to count the num- 
ber of deaths caused by last 
year’s devastating Hurricane 
Maria in Puerto Rico. The lat- 
est estimate: roughly 4,600, 


many of them from delayed 
medical care. 

Residents of Puerto Rico 
died at a significantly higher 
rate during the three months 
following the hurricane than 
they did in the previous year, 
according to the results of a 
new study by a group of inde- 
pendent researchers from 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health and other insti- 
tutions. 


AT A GLANCE 
Study’s findings 


The researchers say their 


Researchers in Puerto Rico 
found that after Hurricane 
Maria hit: 


31 percent had “disruptions to 
medical services,” including 
about 14 percent of 
households that were unable 
to get medications. 


estimate, published Tuesday 
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, remains impre- 
cise, with more definitive 
studies still to come. But the 
findings, which used methods 
that have not been previously 
applied to this disaster, are 
important amid widespread 
concerns that the govern- 


See STUDY Page 10A 


About 9 percent of households 
in the most remote areas had 
no way to call 91. 

It took 68 days, on average, for 
households to have their 
water service restored. 


It took 84 days, on average, for 
electricity to be restored. 

It took 41 days, on average, for 
wireless phone service to 
come back online. 
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DALLAS COUNTY 


Fe 
blast 
HIV 
effort 


Incompetence mars 
oversight of millions of 
dollars, inspectors find 


By NAOMI MARTIN 
Staff Writer 
nmartin@dallasnews.com 


A Dallas County office 
charged with overseeing tens 
of millions of dollars for HIV 
and AIDS patients has been 
plagued with incompetence, 
poor leadership and a lack of 
training, according to a scath- 
ing federal report. 

Federal inspectors singled 
out leaders as “unable to dem- 
onstrate requisite skills and 
knowledge needed to effec- 
tively” run the program. Other 
staff members, meanwhile, 
“were unable to articulate the 
full range of responsibilities 
within their positions, and 
how their work contributed to 
achieving” the program’s 
goals, according to Thursday’s 
report by the U.S. Health Re- 
sources and Services Adminis- 
tration, which was obtained 
Tuesday by The Dallas Morn- 
ing News. 

The county’s Ryan White 
office oversees the annual 
spending of $17.6 million from 
the federal Ryan White HIV/ 
AIDS Program, named for a 
teen who died of AIDS in 
1990. The county distributes 
the money to about a dozen 
nonprofits that provide health 
care, meals, transportation 


See COUNTY Page 7A 


Roseanne returned in March on ABC to enormous ratings, 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Backlash swift after racist tweet 


strategy of appealing to wider 


but the network canceled the sitcom Tuesday. 


Adam Rose/ABC 


Despite apology, sitcom 
‘Roseanne is abruptly 
canceled within hours 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 

Two months ago, Roseanne 
Barr was a star again. 

Her sitcom Roseanne re- 
turned in March after a two- 
decade absence to enormous 
ratings on ABC. Network ex- 
ecutives were celebrating their 


swaths of the country after 
Donald Trump’ surprising 
election win and the president 
himself called Barr to congrat- 
ulate her on the show’s large 
audience. 

But on Tuesday, that all 
came crashing down. ABC 
abruptly canceled Roseanne 
hours after Barr, the show’s 
star and co-creator, posted a 
racist tweet about Valerie Jar- 
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rett, an African-American 
woman who was a senior ad- 
viser to Barack Obama 
throughout his presidency 
and considered one of his 
most influential aides. Barr 
wrote if the “muslim brother- 
hood & planet of the apes had 
a baby=vj.” 

Barr later apologized, but it 
was too late. In announcing 


See SHOW Page 9A 
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